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THE TAIL END

Adoptee Does Dressage

Rescued mustang finds success in ber new career

BY HOLLY COVEY

ONTESSA I8 AN AMERICAN
mestang. A sckskin mare, shi
was caprured while runming
wiith o herd in south contral Wyoming,
Her official Bureaw of Land Manage-
ment (BLM| records list her caprure
dare a5 Seprember 18, 2000, the day she
I'h'l,'ull'l'll." i FI.'I ri L!ll' tl'll.' h.'|.|n.'r.|.| |.'||.:l'| LCTi1-
ment’s wild-horse and burro program,

When Tess was ciaptured, she had
the good fortune to become o “cell
horse™ at the Homnor Fa fafi, thie weild-
horse training and gentling program at
thie Riverton, WY, manmmoim-security
prisan, Selecred inmanes star by work-
gz om bay erews and teeding horses,
then progress to handling the captured
mestanes, When Tess came wo us, she
was gentle and accepring of the saddle
and bridle, of bemng ted, and of hayv-
ing her feet handled. (For more about
the Riverton [rosranm, VISIE WO, WY,
bl gewiwildhorseshonorlesels. him. )

Tiess “gradunted™ trom the prison
prosgram in January 2000, and the BLM
|1|:u.T|_'|.l |1ur rlt'lllqllp:r.l.ph om s dedtnrn
Wb sine.

Paml Johnson and Cathleen Kirby,
of Townsend, DE, were sympathetic
tis the rl'||;.'_|1l of the HasTamngs, Thiy
knew that some BLM adoptions sour
when 1r||.'1-:'|'l|.'r'||.'1l-|.'r-|.| W HIET, attracted
tos mustang ownership by the low cose
[Crrrrent manum .1I.|1|I1tﬂ||| high: 51250,
find rhemselves ill-equipped to deal
wiith therr green moents, soame of which
need special care and handling, Some
sdopted muwstangs hnd chemselves neg-
lected and abandoned or even sent to
.'all'a'ri!.:lll .|.r|-::| "al.'llll.'Jl'l'f.

Rl and Cathy spotted Tess's photo
amd decaided o bed when the online
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amction opened. At the aucton’s end,
the BLM Web site indicared thar o
|?-|.'|.11.r:|n.' n:.'\:||.||.-||.l hulJ the wiunuq!, l‘-u].
Tess was theirs.

Tess armved in Delaware and, afyer
rime o sercle in and gan some needed
wephit, went to a MNew Jersey woman
for her initial training. Then Cathy be
g riching the mare, and soomn after she
asked me to give her dressage lessons,

[ was prepared not to be impressed.
The horse, 1 was sure, would be a small,
"al.'FIII"I'I"!«'., i l|"¢'Ill_l.:"rl'IJI.I:II|'|I.' ITEMER W i1|'|
a blunt head and o difficulr artitude.

To my sorprise, Tess was calim, con-
fident, and cooperanive, with rhythmic
y‘.:lt\. and E\n.'.|.|:||'i| |:|| cui boFmia e,
Amazingly surefoored, she gradoally
became rounder and softer, learned
how to lunge in side reins, and 1m-
pr-:n'l.';_l her balanee at all three gairs,
Cathy’s and my biggest challenge
proved to be finding a bic thar Tess
liked. Her low patare, short mouth,
and narrow |.=|'.1.'—|::+'|'l|\'.1| g sTa g
tedrs—mude many bits uncomiformable.
A last we bae on an old this-moath -
ring snaffle.

That spring, | showed Tess ar
Teaining Level ar some dressage school-
II1;'_‘R|!II“.'\. At her et ~.|1|:-w, Teas voak
several blue ribbons and a champi
onship fitle. She went on to cam scores
in the 60s at Training Level ac shows
1|'|TI'"|_|KI'||||IT fl'll_' " [T :II'II;l EVETT Wikl
the high-score senior performance-
hosrse award—showing hoth English
and Western—ar the Mustang Savvy
Cravs open show i Harnmgton, DE.

Tess has been o fun ver challenging
|1-‘-r'h.|' for Eravemn, '1-|1I.' & AT LE'I.'F JH.'I I"ul]'

ance no matter what, so it's hard o

Hn"!. Lovey arsdl the miaisranfg Loomessa

convinee her to bend when you seant
hﬁ'r Tk, F ||'r k.l.'l'rl 1| |'.L!|.||_L:. .IIIH.E % I."'alﬁll‘l
mean thar things several hundred yards
away trequently catch her inrerest. Her
reaction tme 5 5o quick that her spooks
'|5..| Vi II."I.I i o the dift more I|'|:||| LT
However, she has remarkable strength
and endurance; and has legs, hsoves,
and a constitution of iron,

At one show, children gathered
around Tess and kepr calling her Spirie
{rarme of the muestang lhero of the 2003
animared feamre of the same name),
She smaked op the attention like an old
ham. Tess is only a Training Level
horse, but she 15 a grear ambassador
for her breed. Cathy and Paul hope
that people will comsider adopting mus-
angs for dressage and the other sport
|11|'r-.|' |_|1\|.'i'|'||i1:||.'\.. A% |esA |,'|TII-|I1. rhr
these horses are quick learners and can

make usebul and fin moanes. &
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